very definite localized tenderness on slight pressure over the joint. This last point is the most important in considering the differential diagnosis. The skiagrams showed an increase of the intra-articular space.
The operation should be performed as early as possible. In these four cases an anterior incision was made, the capsule was opened freely and a small rubber drain was put into the joint. An extension was applied and the limb was fixed in abduction. In three cases the head of the femur became a sequestrum and was removed-the result being somewhat of a flail joint in two cases and ankylosis in the other. In the fourth case the head survived, and the joint is stable and has a good range of movement.
An early diagnosis must be made in these cases and free drainage performed at the earliest time possible. 
